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Karen National Union
Supreme Headquarters
Kawthoolei
www.knuhq.org

15 May 2020

KNU Statement on Challenges faced Implementation
The Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA)

This the 5" year since the Karen National Union (KNU) signed the NCA seeking nationwide peace
by solving political problems through political dialogue. However, implementing the peace
process, has been constantly slowed down and stuck. Currently the peace process is temporarily
suspended due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

On the other hand, the KNU is seeking ways to negotiate with the Government and the
Committee for Coordinating and Cooperating with EAOs regarding the prevention, control and
treatment of COVID-19, through online video conferencing and other communication means.

However, during this period in certain areas of our districts and brigades where the KNU has
administration and public services, the Tatmadaw military columns have engaged in hostile
activities and have fired heavy weapons into the districts where local communities live.
Thousands of people have fled becoming IDPs. A forest fire started by the Tatmadaw has burnt
and destroyed orchards and farming. The local people affected will face food insecurity in the
coming year. For these reasons, the local ethnic peoples’ trust in the peace process has dwindled.

The KNU is consistently seeking ways to resolve problems through negotiation as
misunderstanding has arisen between the two sides in Thaton and Mutraw Districts where CoVid-
19 prevention and control Is being undertaken by the KNU. In addition, we are also resolving the
problems of confrontation and clashes between our security personnel and the Tatmadaw troops
in Mutraw District, due to the use of force by the Tatmadaw.

Taking advantage of the ceasefire, the Tatmadaw has increased their number of troops especially
in Mutraw District, Brigade 5 area, and the adjoining areas of Brigades 2 and Brigade 7. The
Tatmadaw has doubled their strength in comparison to that of the previous years, and has set up
of new camps. These actions are also impacting the trust building of the ceasefire. The KNU urges
the Tatmadaw to abide by the NCA Chapter (3) Article (5).

We believe that we can make progress and build national reconciliation, only if the limitation and
conditions contained in the Tatmadaw’s recent Statement on the 9 May 2020, relating to
ceasefire and eternal peace, are lenient and leading towards a nationwide ceasefire, conforming
to principles based on the NCA and a model for all sides to follow and implement.



For the establishment of genuine democracy and a federal union, the KNU on its part will
consistently uphold the principle and practice of resolving political problems justly by political
means. The KNU will continue with its culture of negotiation to seek and develope the means and
ways by keeping continuous contact with all the stakeholders involved in a right and just peace
process.

Central Executive Committee
Karen National Union

Contacts: Padoh Saw Kwe Htoo Win (+95 942 219 1941) (+66 818 076 279)
Padoh Saw Tah Doh Moo (+95 979 588 7085) (+66 646 459 113)



