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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE OF PRESI DENT GEN. BO MYA

It is to ny profound delight that this KNUBulletin has cone into existance
as an organ of news in English. W have nade known our revolutionary efforts
through periodicals and statements witten mainly in Karen and Burmese. This
leaves it quite difficult for the out-side world to know about our national
struggl e.

Since AFPPL regime down to the present BSPP mlitary rule, our eneny has
undertaken to destroy us through brutal suppression using his mlitary mght and
by deceits through distortion of news and sl anders.

In order that the world may know about our revol ution, we have been in need
of such a nedia in English. Hence, it is ny earnest desire that through this
Bulletin the whole world may cone to know the truth about the ideals and
activities of our national struggle. | also wish that all those who cherish
truth and honesty will stand firmtogether in good will, while contributing to
the functioning of this Bulletin.

M/ best wi shes are due to all the staff and readers for success, health and
happi ness, and hope that the Bulletin may grow to fulfil its aimof conveying
the truth about us to the world.

( Bo Ma )
Pr esi dent
Date : Novenber 4, 1985. Karen National Union, Kaw hool ei
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A LETTER PROM THE PUBLI SHER

It is agreat joy for us to be able to publish a new KNUBulletin in
Engl i sh.

ne of the primary factors to pronote advancenent for a nation lies in its
literature and news communi cations. W Karens had once attained certain achieve-
nents in this aspect through our newspaper "THE MORN NG STAR' (HSA TU GAW
printed in Karen and English | anguages starting fromthe year 1841. This was the
first Karen news mediumand the earliest one of its kind in Burna.

During the British rule in Burma, there had been a nunber of Karen newspapers
and nagazi nes. But after Burna gained her independence, the nunbers dw ndl ed due
to strict and suppressive governmental neasures. After Ne Wn assumed power, even
"The Morning Star" the first Karen and the earliest native news nedium in Burnma

was forced to cl ose down.

News nmedia is one of the neans of conmmunicating to people at hone and
abroad. In the course of our revol ution we had endeavoured to publish news
periodicals fromtine to time but they were nostly in Karen and Burmese. Because
of the absence of our news media in English, the entire truth about our revol ution
and ideal s cannot be made known to the world up to this day. n the other hand,
the Burnese Government, in possession of quite efficient mass media is in the
position to spread fal se progaganda with deliberate lies to discredit and vilify

us.

Qur present endeavour to issue this KNUBulletin is to make knéwn to the
other nations of the world the realities about our national struggle for freedom

and hunan rights.

V¢ realise the short-comings in this first issue of our KNUBulletin. How
ever, it is our ardent wish that this bulletinwll convey nothing but THE TRUTH
and that it may earn encouragenents and support fromwell-w shers for the progress
of both this Bulletin and the Karen Revol uti on.
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STATEMENT OF KNU - KAREN NATI ONAL UNI ON, 9TH CONGRESS
7TH CENTRAL STANDI NG COMM TTEE MEETI NG

1. The 7th Central Standing Committee neeting of the Karen National Union was
hel d at the KNU Supreme Headquarters from 19-8-85 to 10-9-85. The neeting
di scussed the various current situations: and after review ng their works and
laying down their future line, put forth the follow ng statenent in accor-
dance with the wishes of the oppressed people and the whol e country.

2. The so called Socialist Republic of the Union of Burna today is collectively
i nhabi ted and owned by t he Kachi ns, Karens, Karennis, Chins, Paos, Pal aungs,
Was, Lahus, Mons, Burmese, Arakanese, Shans, etc. Though Burma gained its
i ndependence in 1948, the successive rulers fromAFPFL to BSPP, with their
chauvinistic policies, enployed reactionary political, economc, racial and
mlitary practices, resulting in the civil war to last for over 36 years and
the peopl es of the whole country are withing in agony, under the rigors and
devastations of the civil war.

3. A present, Ne Wn BSPP nilitary governnent has plunged the civil war into
deep mre by oppressing the nasses of the people politically, exploiting them
econom cal | y, subjugating and absorbi ng the indi genous races racially and
attacking themnilitarily. The lines of their efforts are :-

(@ Politically:-

Wth the mlitary at their back, they seize the political power, disband
all other political parties to set up their nmono-party BSPP, confiscate all
news agencies and publication concerns though shouting to respect and work
for the welfares of the people, brutally massacred the innocent students and
nmasses thus wantonly shedding innocent blood to flow in streanms. After 1973,
al though they nonminally change their organs to Peopl es Governnent, Peoples
Council, Peoples Arny, their policies, actions and | eaders are the sanme as
before. Wth totalitarian and mlitary dictatorship they oppressed and
killed the masses through force, swi ndle them and hoodw nk them | eaving no
denocratic rights for the peopl e.

(b) Economcally:-

Fromthe very time they seized power, they exploited the people in
various ways, by confiscating all the country's economc enterprises to set
up State Monopoly Capitalism Today, because of the BSPP government policy
of " payment of dutiful paddy and grow ng of project crops " the 80%of the
country's popul ati on who are farmers have to sell all their bel ongi ngs
including their catties, their lands are confiscated rendering them | andl ess,
i nsol vent and starving. Likew se, the urban people are facing econonmc chaos
because all their enterprises were destroyed and with the scarcity of consu-
mers goods and the spiralling prices, they find it extrenely hard to make
ends nmeet. Unenpl oyment has risen and bl ack narket trade and goods seep all
over the land. ly BSPP and council menbers and mlitary officers are
getting rich, while the masses of the people are mserably exploited of their
enterprises and their |abour.

(c) Racially:-

dinging firmy to the policy of Burmese chauvinismthey nuffle the
basic birth rights of the indigenous races and absorb them of their cultures
and traditions. Despite their shoutings of national unity, they ignore the
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equal ity of races, and they are systematically trying to nake the whol e
country become Burnese through their wly unscrupul ous absorption and
assim| ation schenes.

(d) Mlitarily:-

They declare to crush and externinate root and all, those they call
insurgents and saboteurs, and they have issued all out order of "kill all,
burn all, destroy all" and this brutal order has been ruthlessly carried out

by their mlitary officers in the battle field.

They press-gangthe people country wide and force themto becore arny
porters in their mlitary operations and these porters suffer from i nhunan
treatments - the weak and sick have been ruthlessly killed, these porters are
nade to become human m ne-sweepers and nany are nainmed and nany peri sh.

Again, with no other source of livelihood avail able, many honest and
i nnocent peopl e carrying bl ack- market goods are robbed of their cash and
properties and are cruelly shot and killed en-masse by the BSPP troops.

Because of the above-mentioned atrocities of Ne Wn BSPP Mlitary regi e,
national unity and peace and progress cannot be achieved, resulting in the
indefinite prolongation of the country's civil war.

4. For the unity anmong all the indigenous races and for the establishment of a
I ong-lasting peace in the country, the KNU Karen National Union has the
fol l owi ng basic tendencies and vi ewpoints: -

(1) W sincerely and honestly desire and wel cone the unity anmong all the
i ndi genous peopl es of the country.

V& are absolutely not narrowracists, insurgents or saboteurs as Ne Wn
BSPP nmlitary regine has falsely accused us. V¢ had peaceful |y asked for our
lost privileges of self determnation through peaceful nmeans. In addition to
utter rejection of our just demands, those rulers in power attacked and
oppressed us and as a last resort, we were naturally conpelled to resist and
fight in self defense and for our lost |egacy of the right of self-deternina-
tion. So long as there is oppression, we accept no alternative but to resist
and fight effectively to the victorious end.

(2) We firmy believe that only with the establishment of the unity of the
i ndi genous races can a long-lasting internal peace be established and the
liberation of all the people fromthe present tragic existence be feasible.

(3) Qur firmconviction is that, only with the establishment of a genuine
Union of Federal Republics, based on equality and self-determnation can a
genui ne national unity and long lasting internal peace be worked out.

Under prevailing circunstances, therefore, if Ne Wn BSPP Mlitary regine

shoul d have sincere and honest desire for the national unity of all indi genous
races and thereupon, the longevity of internal peace, the BSPP shoul d resol ve
the issues with the revolutionary forces fighting for their national I|iberation,

through political neans.

Central Standing Cormittee
Septenber 10, 1985 KNU - Karen National Union
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NATI ONAL DEMOCRATI C FRONT ( NDF )
( BURVA )

STATEMENT | SSUED BY THE 4TH ANNUAL PRESI DI UM MEETI NG

The 4th annual presidiummeeting of the National Denocratic Front (NDF), was
hel d successfully at its headquarters from Septenber 50, to Qctober 11, 1985. Al
nmenbers of the (NDF) except Palaung State Liberation O ganization (PSLO, attended
the meeting. Due to communication difficulty (PSLO, failed to participate in
thi s neeting.

Al menbers attending the meeting had made beneficial and meani ngful discus-
sions frankly in the spirit of the (NDF). D scussions were made on the current
situations both on internal and external affairs and the foll owi ng deci sions were
nmade unani nously.

e significant feature of this meeting is the application of Lahu National
QO ganization (LNO), to gain menbership in the (NDF). Through their previous
bitter experiences the Lahu | eaders become well aware that only by means of the
(NDF), can they liberate their nation. Hence, they escaped fromthe Burma
Soci alist Programme Party (BSPP) government's canp and endeavored to join hands

again with other brother indigenous Nationalities under the banner of the (NDF).

During the neeting all participants agreed to inprove their political and
mlitary activities a setp forward. Al nenbers gained better understanding and
able to pronote their co-operation and co-ordination. The (NDF) is gaining solid
mass support, foreign synpathy and attention simltaneously. The working pl ans
and programmes laid down by the 3rd annual presidiummeeting were practised. The
(NDF) regular forces and regional forces were successfully synchroni sed and
nobi | i zed.

The (NDF) opposes narrow nationalismas well as chauvini smand simltaneously
rejects separatism It is nerely struggling for liberty, equality and soci al
progress of all the indigenous races inhabiting Burma. Though the i ndi genous
races clainmed to gain their fundamental human rights through peaceful neans, the
successi ve Burmese governnent rendered innunerabl e neasures of suppression and
atrocious mlitary operation. The ruthless civil war of Burna, therefore is
still existing.

In case a problemis solved by neans of suppression it must be countered by
bol e resistance. Accordingly, the protracted civil war has clearly proved that
the (BSPP) government cannot solve a political problemby suppression and i nhuman
mlitary operations. The (NDF) believes that a political solution is the only
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neans to achieve lasting peace and National unity. Thus, the aimand object
of the (NDF), to establish a Genuine Federal Union can be fulfilled. The Burnese
woul d al so join the Federal Union on the basis of equality with other indigenous

races. The (NDF) is preparing to draft a constitution of the said Federal Union.

The armed struggle of all the indigenous ethnic groups is a peculiarity of
Burma's internal affairs. As it is a political problens there is no alternative
way to solve it except by political neans. The (NDF) is forned by all of the
i ndi genous ethnic revolutionary forces of Burma. They are unified both politi-
cally and mlitarily under the banner of the (NDF). The (NDF), however, sincerely
believes that the ethnical strife of the so called Burna, today, can only be

solved by political means.

The (NDF), hereby, sincerely proclains that it always desire and wel come to

establish National Whity and peace.

-Down wi th psuedo-union of Burma Socialist Programme Party.
- The genui ne Federal Union nust surely energe.
-The National Denocratic Front nust w n.

Central Presidium
Nati onal Denocratic Front
Bur ma
Cctober 11, 1985

A WORD OF THANKS

V¢ would like to express our heart-felt gratitude to our friends near and far
and our brethren, the overseas Karens, for _théir ardent encouragenent and good
wi shes for the successful publication of the KNU Bul | etin.

Wthout their encouragenent, we night have taken a second thought and del ayed
the publicati on.

V¢ ear neétly hope to go on receiving their support and encouragenent in

the future as wel | .

Editors & Staff
KNU Bul | etin
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A SUMARY CP 37 YEARS CF REVALUTI ONARY WAR

The Karens are a sinple and peaceful nation. To nany historians, they are
the earliest settlers in the country now known as Burma. Down through history,

they had been subjugated and persecuted by succeeding settlers - the Burnese.

When the British occupied Burna and the rule of |aw and order was introduced,
the Karens began to have a breathing spell. They once nore enjoyed their |ong
aspired rights to live and work peacefully. During this short period, the Karens
had been able to make great progress in alnost every field excelling in education,
athletics and nmusic. This earned themthe deep prejudice and hatred of the
Burmese people. At the out-break of the Second Wrld War, the Burma | ndependence
Arny ushering in the Japanese, unleashed its full fury on the hel pl ess Karen

civilians. This incident closely resenbled the Jew Hol ocaust in Htler's Germany.

Their bitter experiences through out history had awakened in the Karens a
realization that without a country of their own, they would never be able to enjoy
alife of peace, progress and prosperity. Soon after the Second Wrld War, the
Karens who had al ways been loyal to the British crown, made their case for a
Karen state known to the British Governnent which, however, urged the Karens to
throw in their ot with the Burmese and did nothing. This left the Karens in a
precarious position. They were fully aware that the Burmese, once in power,
woul d abuse it against the Karens and the indigenous races in the country.

After Burma gai ned independence, the Karens continued to ask for independence
peaceful ly fromthe Burnese. However, far fromnegotiating with the Karens, the
Bur mese Government and the Burmese press began fal sely accusing the Karens of
being British |ackeys and instigating the Burmese people for conmmunal clashes
with the Karens.

The Karens did their best to avoid communal strife. As proof of their
sincerity, the Karens aided the Burmese Governnent in its desperate effort to
suppress the armed uprisings of dissident Burnese groups which broke out soon
after independence. Had it not been for the Karen National Defence Q ganization
(KNDO whi ch had been assigned to take charge of the security of Rangoon, the
Bur mese Communi sts coul d have achi eved their aim of seizing Rangoon and over-
throw ng the Government.

The Burnese Government took advantage of the turnoil in the country and

hastily organised a strong force of |levies, preparing an all-out effort to
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smash the Karens instead. By Decenber 1948, Karen |eaders in many parts of the
country had been put under arrest. Karens in the armed services were disarned
and put in special detention canps. Many Karen villages were attacked and many
Karen villagers were shot and killed. Karen wonen were raped. The Karen
properties were burnt or destroyed. n January 30, 1949 the KUDO was decl ared
unlawful .  Early next norning, the KUDO heaequarters of Insein where nost of the
Karen top leaders lived was attacked. Thus, the Karens were left with no alter-

native but to take up arnms and fight back for their national survival.

During the first half of the year, the Karens gained great initial successes.
They occupi ed many towns in the whol e of Lower Burma. They even occupi ed i npor-
tant Burnese arny bases in the towns of Meiktila, Mwynyo and Mandal ay in Upper
Burma. In 1950, the situation was reversed. This was partly due to |ack of
experi ence, fore-sight and fore-plan on the part of Karens. However, one ngjor
factor for this reversal was that the Burnese Governnent had been able to bring
all the Burnese leftist el ements together against the Karens and, at the sane tine,
it had been able to obtain mlitary aids from abroad.

However, by 1953, the Karens had nanaged to reorgani se thensel ves politically
and mlitarily in the Irranwaddy Delta where nmany lost areas were regained. In
1956, a Karen National Congress was held and the Karens became nore consol i dat ed.
The Burnese saw this as a serious threat and so they nake every effort to snash
the Karen Revolution by a series of large-scale nilitary operations from 1956 to
1959. However, the Karens were able to repulse all these operations inflicting
heavy casualities on their eneny.

In 1962, Ne Wn staged a coup and installed hinself in power. In 1963, he
nade peace overtures to all the revolutionary forces in Burma. These peace
overtures, in essence, were tal ks demandi ng the resistance novenents to |ay down
their arns.

There had been a split among the Karen | eaders on political line. Ne Wn
cleverly took advantage of this situation and won over what was supposed to be
the nost anti-Burmese group to his side.

In 1968, the Burmese began its nilitary operations of "encirclement and
anni hilation" inthe Irranaddy Delta. They used all their land, sea and air
forces available there. Wth geographi cal advantage on their side, they
succeeded in clearing one area after another. Finally in 1972, the Karen
resi stance forces had to evacuate fromthe Delta.



KNU BULLETIN, No. 1 Novenber 1985 9

In the sane year the Burnese began their mlitary operations in the Pegu
Yorra area. Al the three special Light Infantary Division (LI D) Nunber 77, 88
and 99 aided by garrison troops fromthe Delta, Central and Western Commands
were nobilised. The Communi st Party of Burna, which was al so based in Pegu Yona,
was totally crushed. Finally in 1975, the Karens were forced to evacuate this

area al so.

In June 1975, the eneny, encouraged by its successes in the Delta and Pegu
Yorma, began its "4 Quts Qperation" in the east, hoping to crush Karen resistance
in 4 years. They attacked the Karens not only mlitarily but also politically,
economcal ly and diplomatically to cut off all links joining the Karen Revol ution
with the people and with the outside world. In 197?, they nade a serious attenpt
to occupy the Karen canp at \Wangkha, but were repul sed. Again in 1980, they
tried to occupy Mae Tha Waw, another Karen camp further north, but failed.

During all this period, the Burnese had forned three nore LIDs nanely the
66, 55 and 44th Dvisions. In 1983, the specially trained 44th LID was assigned
to crush Bast Kawt hoolei. At the begining of 1984, the 44th LID, aided by sone
elenents fromthe 66th LID and troops fromthe South-eastern, Central and Delta
commands, nade an all-out effort to occupy the Karen border canps and crush the
Karens. The eneny net with stiff resistance, and suffered heavy casuality. How

ever the Burnese troops managed to dig in at various points close to the border.

Since the begining of 1985, the Burnese have been preparing for a dry season
offensive. To isolate the Karen border canps, stricter orders are issued to the
civilians restricting their movenents and of fenders are gi ven harsher puni shrents.
The eneny has started practising the scorch-earth policy of "Kill all, Burn all,
Destroy all" in the Karen areas.

Villages have been noved or destroyed. Villagers found in restricted areas
are shot and killed. Famlies and relatives of Karen resistance fighters are put

in detention, tortured and sent to far away pl aces.

In this sane year, the eneny has forned a new LID No. 33 to reinforce his
troops in his ongoing canpai gn agai nst the Karens. In Qctober, the eneny tested
Karen defences by maki ng probing attacks on some border canps on the flanks of
Wangkha, but they were forced to retreat with heavy casuality in both cases.

During the 37 years, there have been many periods of "trials and errors",
but we have emerged fromthemnore steel ed and seasoned, though we have to admt

that we have had to pay dearly for the | essons. Looking back over the 37 years
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of struggle, we see that many have died in the field of honour and many have been
mai ned. Many villages, hearths and hones have been burnt or destroyed, proper-
ties looted, live-stock killed and eaten, women ruthlessly killed after having
been raped by the eneny. However, our national spirit, our faith and belief in
the righteousness of our cause and our determination to fight until victory is won

have never been subdued or have never wavered.

The years 1984-85, though harsh and cruel, bring along certain satisfactions,
because we have managed to stand firm agai nst the eneny's offensive on an unpre-
cedented scale, inflicting heavy penalities for his infringements and crippling
many of his well-trained units; our guerilla, mlitia and vol unteer forces
operating behind the eneny's lines are w eaki ng havocs to the eneny. Many young
peopl e, pronpted by the atrocities of the eneny, have cone fromall over the
country to join our forces.

Summ ng up, the Karen Revol ution, after 37 years, though beset with hardshi ps,
is progressing steadily.

-The Karen National Union (KNU) has now been properly organi sed as the van-
guard of the Karen Revol ution and young | eaders have been selected to
strengthen its Central Conmmttee.

-The Kawt hool ei Wren's (rgani zati on (KW) has been successfully organi sed up
to the central level and it has been actively participating in all fields of
activity of the revol ution.

-The Karen National Liberation Arny (KNLA) is growi ng both in quantity and
quality. The nmorale of our troops is ever high. Various support and rear
servi ces organi zati ons such as nedi cal, signal, armoury, engineering,
security and intelligence units have inproved greatly in strength, skill and
effici ency.

-\ have been able to set up our own admnistration in our liberated areas
with our own educational, economc, social and judicial programres and
pol i ci es.

-\ have been able to join hands with the other ethnic revol utionary groups
inthe formation of National Denocratic Front (NDF) and the NDF is grow ng
politically and nmlitarily.

-More and nore people around the world have cone to know about us and our

just struggle and have expressed their synpathy and rmoral support to us.

In spite of all the odds, we enphatically reaffirmour belief in the final

victory of our revolutionary struggle.
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FOREI GN Al DS TO BURVA

Burma, with an estimated population of 38 mllion people and a |land area of
676,550 square kil onmeters, is a country whose fertile soil and viable clinate
provide unlimted possibilities for the devel opnent of an agro-based econony. It
is also a nation rich in natural resources such as tinber, mnerals and fish.
Still, after 37 years of independence, it is one of the poorest countries in
Sout heast Asia. In fact, Burna seens to be vying for last place on the devel op-
nment roster, after land-locked Laos and war-torn Kampuchea. Because of the high
potential for developing its natural weal th, however, and because of its fairly
literate popul ation, Burma has attracted aid frommany countries in the East and
West. Mllions of pounds, dollars, marks, yen, roubles, francs, and lately even
sone rupees and yuans have poured in to help.

Each contributor has a reason for giving aid to Burma; the hearts of mnost
are undoubtedly filled wth benevol ence, while sone are sinply follow ng their
not-very-altruistic vision of gaining a steady return on their investnent. At
one stage it seened that the aid-givers were trying to out - do one anot her,
conpletely oblivious to the effects of their aid on Burma. Over the years, Japan
has becone the top-nost donor with aid and | oan noney anounting to US$2.44 billion
for the year 1984-85. It is probable that nost other countries are in the process
of reassessing their aid policies toward Burma, since their contributions have
rendered only narginal benefits to the general popul ace.

Promthe very beginning, all of the projects and funds are provided to
Bur ma have been mani pul ated by the Rangoon Government, or rather by the Burna
Socialist Programme Party, to strengthen its power base- the mlitary establish-
ment. Consequently, these contributions have been used in repressive neasures
against all peoples in Burma and in Burma's war effort against the indi genous
races who had to put up an arned resi stance to Burnese tyranny and oppression and
fight for their very survival.

Everyone in Burna knows that all but a very few of the top positions in
devel oprrent proj ects and governnment offices are held by mlitary officers and
ex-mlitary officers who are staunch loyalists to the party. Mst of the m d-
level and lower-level positions are also given to ex-mlitary nen. Mlitary
service and loyalty to the party, rather than conpetence and efficiency are
thus the criteria for eligibility to privel edged positions. Service in the

Burmese mlitary has becone a favoured order and has never failed to attract
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talent as well as nunbers.

More and nore resources are bei ng used by Rangoon to build a bi gger and
better-equiped mlitary machine. The farmers are robbed to feed this machi ne
through the systens of "mnimn sale quota" and "controlled prices". Thousands
of civilian and privately owned itens such as trucks, boats and bullock carts
are forced into service as logistical support for the front-line troops with no
renuneration provided. Year after year since 1962, when the current mlitary
regi me cane into power, expenditures for mlitary canmpai gns have increased. A
conservative estimate of the cost of mlitary canmpaigns in 1984 against the Karens
al one reached US$20 mllion. That figure does not include the cost in hunan
li ves.

Al of these things have been kept hi dden fromthe outside world through
careful control of the news media and through restrictions inposed on the nove-
nent of foreigners in Burma-enbassy staff as well as visitors. FEven the native
people in the cities and towns are lulled into the belief that nothing mich is
wong with their government's effort to crush the insurrections.

To casual observers, the backward novenent of Burma and the stagnation of
its econony appear to be caused by corruption and m snanagerment in the government,

or by |aziness anong the workers* They describe Burnma with such phrases as, "a
remake of Bulgaria in an Asian context" and "doctrinaire socialismat work." They

fail to take seriously, the root cause of the problem- civil war.

The mlitary canpaigns |aunched by Rangoon against the national noverents of
the indi genous races of Burma have reached deep into the traditional territories
of these peoples. To the Burmese ruling class it nay seemthat just a few nore
ounces of effort on their part would finish off all the national movenents,
thereby allow ng themto achieve their grand design of building a consolidated
enpire and pl under the natural resources of the indigenous peoples. However,
the fact is that 40,000 politically and nationally concious Arakanese, Kachi n,
Karen, Karenni, Mon, Shan, Pao, Pal aung and V& peopl e are determ ned nore than
ever to make whatever sacrifices are necessary and to fight to the last man in
defence of denocratic freedom the natural resources of their traditional |ands
and their own ethnic identities. Wth the support - silent or openly proclai med-
of the nmore than half the popul ati on of Burma nmade up by the indi genous races,
the war of resistance against Burnese tyranny and dom nation can be carried on
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forever by these national novenents.

Inthis situation aid given to Rangoon, with no | everage to bring about
peace and harmony in Burma, is not only wasteful, but is immoral and contrary
to internationally accepted principles of hunan rights. This aid is used by its
recipient to support its mlitary effort to domnate and oppress its weaker

nei ghbours using tactics of force and terror.

MERCENARI ES?

Recent reports in foreign news papers on the death of a westerner during a
Karen attack on a Burmese position in the Karen area have inplied that Karen
soldiers are being trained and | ed by foreign nmercenaries. This was also inter-
preted by sone as an act of desperation on the part of the Karens to turn the

tide against the Burnese onslaught "about to wi pe out Karen resistance noverent.'

Whien questioned about these reports, a senior KNU spokesman denied the
presence of any foreign nercenaries anong the Karen forces. "The whole of the
Karen National Liberation Arny is nade up of the natives of Burma," he said.

"Al are volunteers. VW& can barely provide themw th uniforms, weapons, rice,
salt and a few other basic needs, starting fromthe general down to the private."
He went onto explain "It's the basic policy of KNUto depend on the support of

the people inside the country for victory. Hring nercenaries is out of the
guestion. However, we're gaining nore and nore synpathy and support as the people
of the world have cone to know about our 37 years struggle for national freedom

and hunan rights."

The Karens have been fighting on a shoe-string budget and they have been
trained, politically and psychologically, to fight a long drawn-out war. Al
those who join the KNLA do so with the conviction that the integrity of the
Karen peopl e and the Karen | and (Kawt hool ei) nust be defended at all costs.

Every one of thembelieves that the Karen people as a nation can grow and prosper
only in a denocratic systemfree from Burnese donmination and interference
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TACTI CS OF TERRCR

Reports in the press indicate that Rangoon is wthdraw ng sone of its
mlitary units in north-eastern Burma to beef up its troops for another major
of f ensi ve against the Karen bases in this dry season. According to field reports,
the Burmese have brought in some new units, but the Karen H gh Command cannot
confirmwhet her Rangoon is going to launch anot her najor offensive or whether it

is just going to step up its anti-civilian activities.

Since the begining of this year, the Burnese troops have engaged mainly in
anti-civilian activities. dvilians on the west of Dawna range are herded into
"concentration canps" surrounded by 3 or 4 tiers of fences. The slightest suspi-
cion or infringenent of rules brings severe beating and torture and somnetimes
death to the inmates. Those who have taken refuge in the jungles are hunted
down |ike cormon crimnals. The Burmese troops have orders to shoot any one on
sight on the east of Dawna range.

There have been 15 confirned cases of rape, 15 cases of torture and 47 cases
of killing of the innocent civilians involving-46 men and one wonman. There have
been many nore reports of burning, looting of properties and |ive-stock, rape,
torture and killing by the Burmese troops.

The result of all this is the flight of thousands of civilians into Thail and

for refuge since the begining of 1984.

These acts of terror are not just the isolated incidents of atrocities
commtted by the Burnese troops under nonentary aberration. These sane tactics
have been used, systenatically, against the other indigenous races as well.

What ever the method of analysis, one connot escape the conclusion that the main
policy of the Burnese ruling class with respect to the indigenous races is the
total subjugation and eventual elimnation of all the indigenous races in Burma
by force.

The terror tactics mght have been acceptable in a war of conquest in a
different period, however, in these times of late 20th Century with a new per-
ception of noral values and human rights, the civilized world may not remain
silent for |ong.
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PEACE |IN BURVA

The civil war in Burna has been going on for nearly 40 years and will
continue for many nore years if a conpromse is not reached between the Burnese
Government and the various indigenous races of Burna fighting for their birth
rights. Thousands of l|ives, including innocent civilians, have been |ost meani ng-
| essly because of the civil war, and many nore are bound to be lost if peace in
Burna cannot be realised. Nationals of the seven "States" of the so called
Socialist Republic of the Wnion of Burma, namely, the Arakan, the Chin, the Kachin,
the Karen, the Karenni, the Mon and the Shan "States", all, except the Chin, ere
fighting for their national liberty, equality and social progress against the
oppr essi ve Burmese government. Besides, other mnority races such as Wa, Pao,

Pal aung and Lahu have their respective resistance forces fighting against they
Bur mese oppression. None of these resistance forces desire arned conflict. They
had tried to settle the matters peacefully, but they have been deceived, ignored
or countered with force by the Burmese on nany occasions. No other way was |eft
open for the indigenous races but to take up arns to defend their national

integrity.

A long-lasting peace is the desire of all these resistance forces. Al they
are demanding for is a genuine federal union with liberty, equality and soci al

progress for all the indigenous races within the country.

For a long | asting-peace, the sole responsibility lies with the Burmese

Governrent and sone foreign countries as well.

When the British government granted Burma its independence in 1948, its
loyal friends, the Karens and other hill peoples, were left at the nercy of the
Burnese. After serving the British Governnent faithfully throughout its col onial
rule and having suffered untold mseries and deaths during the second Wrld War,
they were let down by the Atlee' s governnent.

After independence, the Karens on many occasions tried to settle probl ens
with the Burmese peacefully, however the Burnese countered all these attenpts by
force leaving the Karens with no other alternative but to take up arns agai nst
the Burnese since 1949.

The Karens proved to be correct in their suspicion of the Burmese as at the
end of ten years, all the nationalities that had agreed to try a union with the
Burmese for a ten-year period, found out with better experience that a reorgani-

zation of the union with more autonony for the different nationalities becane an
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urgent necessity. According to the constitution existing at that tine, the

Bur mese government had to agree to the demand of the other nationalities. The
Burmese ruling circle, true to their character played another dirty trick upon
their brethren. U Nu, the then prine mnister of Burma, and General Ne Wn, the
then head of the arned forces of Burma, both Burmese, decided to allow the arny
to stage a coup and abrogate the existing constitution. Ne Wn staged a coup on
March 2, 1962, abrogated the existing constitution, and later drew up a new con-
stitution with no mention of rights for the nationalities. Ne Wn and his Burna
Socialist Programme Party, using the mlitary as their power-base, have been

oppressi ng and persecuting the hel pl ess nationalities since they have installed
t hensel ves into power.

Al ds fromJapan, England, Federal Republic of Germany, China and some ot her
countries are a big factor in the prolongation of the civil war. Wthout these
aids, the Burmese would have cone to their senses |ong ago and negotiated with
the various races, and peace woul d have come al ready.

Because of their major offensive against the Karen strongholds since late
1983, the BSPP s mlitary governnent nm ght have mscal cul ated the situation and
thought that they are on the verge of crushing the Karen national novenent. There
may have been sonme setbacks for the Karens but the morales in the ranks and files
are very high. Their struggle for liberty, equality and social progress has been
going on for nearly 40 years. During these years there had been tines when the
situation was far worse than the present. They have survived and the revol ution
keeps going on. The Karens' national patriotic spirit can never be suppressed.
Wth both the Karen National Union, the political armof the Karen revol ution,
and the Karen National Liberation Arny, the mlitary armmch better organized
and equi pped, and with the strong | eadership of General Bo Mya and other | eaders,
and with the enthusiam of the up and comng young flag bearers in the |eadership
role (the 1984 and 1985 Central Standing Committee Meeting selected 15 young
| eaders, most of whomare university graduates, as candidate nmenbers to the

Central Committee) the Karen revolution is stronger, politically and mlitarily,
than it ever has been.

Armed conflict can never settle any dispute permanently wthin the context
of politics in Burma. Long and |asting peace in Burma can be achi eved only
through peaceful negotiation. And the responsibility lies mainly with the BSPP
mlitary governnent and some foreign powers who are giving aids to it.
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Noel Stevenson - the former broadcaster and managi ng director of STV,- who
used to serve in Burma Frontier Service - when asked, what British could do yet,
frankly answered, "Ve could apply whatever pressure is possible on the Burnese
| eaders to make friends to these people. V¢ could publicise the fact that this
war is still raging on and nmight do so for generations to come, wth nounting
causal ities."

A SUMVARY OP BATTLE FI ELD REPORTS

According to the KNLA General Headquarters, the KNLA, KNDO and vol unt eer
forces engaged the eneny 76 tines in all over our revolutionary areas and the
anti-personnel mnes planted by our side exploded 87 times as the eneny troops
stepped on them during the period starting from Septenber 1, 1985 to Cctober 15,
1985.

These figures do not include our shelling attacks on eneny positions and

clashes in which we are not certain of the nunber of eneny casualties.

In these 76 engagenents, our troops inflicted 157 eneny killed and ?97 wounded.
The 87 detonations of our anti-personnel mnes killed 24 eneny and wounded 35.
Among the wounded 13 had their |egs severed.

The total figure of eneny's casuality during the 1 1/2 nonths' period is 181
killed and 332 wounded.

Qur troops captured 1 2-inch nortar, 15 2-inch nmortar shells, 17 assorted
bonbs, 9 hand grenades, 34 small arns with 45 nmagazi nes, 2720 rounds of assorted
small arns ammunition, 2 mlitary conpasses, one binocul ar, 2 cassette radios,

1 battery charging set, a quantity of nilitary uniforns, equipnent, nedicines and
rations. Qur troop also destroyed 1 bridge, 3 eneny trucks and a nunber of

Bur mese governnent office buil di ngs.

Fi ve eneny soldiers surrendered to our troops bringingwith theml1l G4, 3 &
and 2 B rifles with 17 magazi nes and 650 rounds of ammunition

During this period our troops suffered 21 killed 37 wounded and |ost 13
small arnms with 420 rounds of snall arns ammunition
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BATTLE NEWS I N WANGKHA SECTOR

Amrong our fighting forces 101st Special Battalion operating in Wangkha sector
is considered by many observers and even by the eneny as the strongest unit. Bel ow

is the reports on two battles that took place on the flanks of New Wangkha,
Headquarters of 101st Special Battalion.

ol awal u Battl e

CGolawalu is a hill having a conmandi ng view of the old Wangkha. It has been
scenes of violent battles and has been changi ng hands between our troops and the
eneny many times since 1960.

O 30-9-85 the Burnese No. 7 Light Infantary Reginent (LIR), with the
obj ective of capturing old Wangkha, occupied the high grounds on Gol awal u and the
adjacent hills. O 1-10-85, our conbined forces from 101st Speial Battalion,
20th Bn., Karenni detachment and sone units from 1st, 2nd and 3rd Brigades attacked
the eneny positions on the hills. After a whole day and night of fighting, the
eneny was forced to retreat to the rear positions on Glawalu hill. Qur troops
kept on maintaining pressure on the eneny by small-scale guerilla attacks and

laying |and-mnes. Eventually, all the eneny had to withdraw from Gol anal u area
after a week of battle.

During this one week of battle which took place from 1-10-85 to 8-10-85, the
eneny suffered 11 killed and 12 wounded. Qur side captured 5 2-inch nortar shells,
1 carbine and 30C rounds of 7.62 mm G3 ammunition.

Ye Gyaw Battle

O 7-10-85 No. 1 Colum of the eneny No.6 LIRand No. 1 and 2 Col um of
No. 7 LIRstarted attack on Ye Gyaw canp which serves as a tenporary trading
post on the right flank of New Wangkha. Qur nobile units closed in on the eneny
fromall sides inmmediately and fierce fighting raged on until 15-10-85 when the
eneny retreated after suffering heavy casualty.

Inthis battle, the eneny suffered 39 killed including one captain, one
lieutenant and 3 NCOs. The 124 eneny wounded included one officer and 4 NCGs.
Three eneny porters were killed and 6 wounded.

Qur troops captured 1 B rifle with 22 magazi nes, 74 rounds of 7.62 nm &3
ammunition, 2 carbines with 6 nagazi nes, 150 .30 carbine rounds, 11 2-inch nortar
shells, 6 81 mmnortar shells, 4 claynore mnes, a quantity of mlitary equi prent

and supplies. Qur troops suffered 8 killed and 9 wounded during the period.
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PHOTO CAPTI ONS

Photo 1: Central Executive Committee menbers of Kawt hool ei Wnen's O gani zation
( KW ). President Tharamu Lar Po ( Ms. Bo M/ja ) is seen in the front
row, third fromright.

Photo 2: E.C. nenbers of Manerplaw area KW

Photo 3: Some of Kawroora KWD | eaders with Central KWD President Thramu Lah Po.
Photo 4: KNLA Boys' Conpany .

Photo 5 & 6: H gh school graduate youths receiving heavy weapons training.
Photo 7: Maxim of KNLA at the entrance to Kawrora ( Wangkha ).

Photo 8: A view of Golawalu from A d vangkha.

Photo 9: Eneny nortar position on Gol anal u recaptured by our troops on 2-10-85.
Photo |1 0: KNLA troops relaxing after the recapture of Col anal u.

Photo 11: Dug up ammunition left by retreating eneny near Ye Gyaw canp.

Photo 12: Lt. Paw Doh and group showi ng nmortar shells captured fromthe eneny near
Ye Gyaw canp.

Photos 13 to 16: Captured arns and ammunition fromthe eneny in 1984 operations.
Note: In Photo 14, anti-tank and hi gh expl osive rounds of Swedi sh made
Carl Qustave recoil ess gun can be seen.

Photo 17 to 20: Captured eneny bunkers and eneny deads on Carloo HII near
Kawroora ( Wangkha ).
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REQUEST TO THE READERS

Readers of the KNU Bulletin are requested to nake a voluntary contribution
of US$ 1 or equivalent amount in any currency, except Burmese, for a copy of
the Bulletin received. Readers living farther away than Thailand may  double
that amount. The contribution is to be used strictly for defraying the cost of

publication and distribution.

This issue will be the only issue for 1985. Fromthe begining of 1986, we
intend to make the Bulletin a nonthly publication. As the end of 1985 is draw ng

near, we - the editors and staff of KNU Bulletin - would like to take the
opportunity to wish all the readers A Mrry Christmas and a  Prosperous
New Year !

The contribution or any communication should be addressed tot

Tee Set Mae Ywa Press
Kawnoora (Wangkha)
Kawt hool ei




